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EZ DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Salem Cross Inn, formerly known as - the White Homestead, is located on Ware
Road, Route 9, in thé western part of West Brookfield. It is surrounded by acres
of rolling meadows and woodlots bounded by fieldstone walls and crisscrossed with
0ld cart roads. The immediate environs preserve an atmosphere of rural colonial
days.

The homestead is located on the land granted to Sergeant John White in 1707. The
original one story house was built by White ¢. 1707 with clapboard sides and a ridge
roof. The ground floor contained a kitchen with a large cooking fireplace and an
oven. On the backside of the fireplace was a small heating fireplace which faced
into a small chamber known as a "borning room". There were also two general use
chambers -on the far side of the borning room . The walls of the kitchen and borning
room are the original plaster on handsplit chestnut laths. The outside walls were
lined with handmade burnt bricks, some of which still remain, serving as fortification
against both the Indians and the severe New England weather. Above the ground floor
is a three-quarter loft with access via an enclosed staircase from the first
general-chamber. When the main house was constructed; this primitive structure

was converted to a carriage shed and still so remains. It was moved c.1960 behind
"the main house. While the chimney was removed, the interior and exterior are
otherwise mostly intact. )

The house and barn were built by John and Cornelius White c¢.1740 upon their return

to Brookfield:from Concord to claim their -father's land. The main House-is a 2 story
clapboard Colonial structure with a hip roof, large central chimney, and main entrance
on the east facade. The windows are symmetrically ordered '12/12 lights on the first
floor and 8/12 lights on the second floor. Entrance to therhouse .is.from a large
granite step through double doors inset with bull's eye lights and hung with

original strap:hinges. The door handle and latch are.etched:with.Salem Cross hex
marks from which the current restaurant derived its name.

The entry is constructed with a door to the left and the right leading to the front
rooms, and a staircase leading to the second floor. The room to the right of the
entry was used as a sitting room. It is characterized by a full wall and fireplace
breast of raised panelling, dado on three remaining walls, and raised panel doors.
The floor is of the original pine boards. The plaster, as in the whole house, is
an authentic plaster of the period (some original and some restored) consisting of
ground oyster shells and sand. (The shells replaced lime which was scarce) The room
to the left of the entry was the formal dining room. A chair rail is set into the
plastered walls and :the.cornice:is made -up-of :crown mouldings. - There is a corner
cupboard in the southwest corner with Dbutterfly shelving and fluted columns. The
original floor boards remain as does the fireplace with double panel above. The
large room extending the width of the building, located behind the two front rooms,
was the kitchen. This room has a large cooking fireplace with the crane still in
place. The walls are wainscotted with wide beaded boards secured with handmadé .
nails. The ceiling is of exposed hand-hewn beams. Two blanket rods are attached

to the chimney girt in front of the fireplace. The floor is original.

cont'd
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The second floor originally contained five chambers. Four of these have been combined
into one large room for restaurant use. The walls are sheathed with feather-edge
panelling and the beams and posts are boxed with beaded boards. The floor is
original. The remaining fifth chamber is located above the sitting room and is

intact with dade siding, boxed corner posts and original flooring.

The cellar of the house has fieldstone walls below grade and handmade bricks above
grade to the sill. A substantial area of the cellar is filled with the huge (12%15"')
base for the central chimney structure.

The main house is connected to the barn by two 1% story ridge roof ells. These
20th c. ells are covered with clapboard and have a variety of doors and windows.
They are located over what was once the barnyard and their northern foundation
is the original barnyard wall of drywall construction.

The large barn, which is contemporary with the house, has a ridge roof, vertical
board siding, and a large double door entrance in the north wall. There is a full
cellar under the barn with a foundation of large fieldstone, which was originally of
drywall construction. Forty-two foot hewn chestnut timbers rest on large oak posts
supporting the upper barn. The upper barn is of standard Colonial construction wikth
posts and beams of oak and chestnut. There are numerous hay lofts overhead of
chestnut boards supported by half-round floor joists.

Water was supplied to the homestead by two wells and one spring. One well is

capped with a large stone and the other is open. The open well has a well-sweep

used to draw water. The spring is located across the road and is capable of supplying
the house with fresh spring water.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Salem Cross Inn is significant to the local Brookfield area both for its
architectural and its associative values. The 1707 structure is one of the last
remaining structures from the early days of the second settlement of Brookfield

and the 1740 building is important as an example of :.r excellently restored, 18th c.
architecture in its original rural setting. The main house also retains its original
outbuildings.

In addition to its architectural -significance, the Salem Cross Inh is dlso important
as being the home of three persons notable in history:

John White, who received the original land grant, was the grandson of Peregrine

White, the first male child born in New England aboard the Mayflower as it rode at
anchor in Cape Cod Harbor. John White was also an important figure in Brookfield
town history. --In ¥706 hé served second in command at tHe "lodal Goss ‘Garrison. As
Indians had forced the removal of the first settlement in Brookfield (now West
Brookfield) and were still a constant threat there, the garrison was most important.
In 1707 John was granted 60 acres of land by the inhabitants:of.the:-town. In March,
1710, he and eight other men were granted permission to build a sawmill to service
the community. | - John -Whitel-was .one of the victims of the Indian massacre at Brookfield
on July 22,1710, at which time he and five other men were killed while harvesting hay.
This massacre was the last act of hostilities committed by the Indians in Brookfield.
The 1740 house was built by White's sons, John and Cornelius.

The two other important figures who lived in the house were Sarah White Smith

(0.1813) and her sister, Adeline White Tracy( b. 1809), daughters of Deacon Alfred
White, the great grandson of John White. Sarah and Adeline were both missionaries.

In 1834 Adeline sailed for Singapore as the first woman missionary under the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Sarah, determined to follow her sister's
example, was sent by the American Board to Oregon in 1838. She, along with five

other women in her overland .trek, -holds.a place:in history-as heing one ‘of the first
white women to cross the Rocky Mountains. After spending two years in Oregon, Sarah
and her missionary husband,Asa Smith, left and were finally able to arrange a
missionary appointment in Hawaii, where they arrived in 1842.

The Inn is named for the entrance door's Salem Cross hex marks, etched on the door
handle and latch.
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1. Original 1707 House, east facade. (Photographer: Archie B. Jay, 2 November 1974)




2. East facade, north elevation, of 1735 house; 1740 barn in rear. (Photographer: Archie Jay, 1974)



3. Entryway, 1735 house. (Photographer: Archie Jay, 1974)




4. Kitchen fireplace, 1735 house. (Photographer: Archie Jay, 1974)
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5. North wall of southeast 2nd floor bedroom. (Photographer: Archie Jay, 1974)
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6. Site of Hayward Grist Mill, looking north [photocopy]. (Photographer: Archie Jay, 1974)
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