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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

~ X C E L L E N T  , -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED  ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS ALTERED  MOVED DATE--.- 1707 house, 
-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

c .I960 

DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Salem Cross Inn, formerly known a s  , t h e  White Homestead, i s  located on Ware 
Road, Route 9, i n  t h e  western p a r t  of West Brookfield. It i s  surrounded by ac res  
of r o l l i n g  meadows and woodlots bounded by f i e lds tone  walls  and c r i s sc rossed  with 
o ld  c a r t  roads. The immediate environs preserve an atmosphere of r u r a l  co lon ia l  
days. 

The homestead i s  located on t h e  land granted t o  Sergeant John White i n  1707. The 
o r i g i n a l  one s t o r y  house was b u i l t  by White c .  1707 with clapboard s i d e s  and a r idge 
roof.  The ground f l o o r  contained a ki tchen with a l a rge  cooking f i r e p l a c e  and an 
oven. On the  backside of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  was a small heat ing f i r e p l a c e  which faced 
i n t o  a small chamber known a s  a "borning room". There were a l s o  two genera l  Jse 
chambers on the  f a r  s ide  of t h e  borning room . The walls  of t h e  ki tchen and borning 
room are  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a s t e r  on handspl i t  chestnut  l a t h s .  The outs ide  wal ls  were 
l ined with handmade burn t  b r i c k s ,  some of which s t i l l  remain, serving a s  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  
agains t  both t h e  Indians and the  severe New England weather. Above t h e  ground f loor  
i s  a three-quarter  l o f t  with access v i a  an enclosed s t a i r c a s e  from t h e  f i r s t  
general  chamber. When t h e  main house was constructed;  t h i s  q r i m i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  
was converted t o  a ca r r i age  shed and s t i l l  s o  remains. It was moved c.1960 behind 
the  main house. While t h e  chimney was removed, the  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  a r e  
otherwise mostly i n t a c t .  

The house and barn were b u i l t  by John and Cornelius White c.1740 upon t h e i r  r e t u r n  
t o  Brookfield from Cancord t o  claim t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  land. The main house- i s  a 2 s to ry  
clapboard Colonial s t r u c t u r e  with a h i p  r o o f ,  l a rge  c e n t r a l  chimney, and main entrance 
on t h e  e a s t  facade. The windows a r e  symmetrically ordered'l2/12 l i g h t s  on t h e  f irst  
f l o o r  and 8/12 l i g h t s  on t h e  second f l o o r .  Entrance t o  theihouse i s . f r o m  a l a r g e  
g ran i t e  s t e p  through double doors i n s e t  with b u l l ' s  eye l i g h t s  and hung with 
o r i g i n a l  s trap.hinges.  The door handle and l a t c h  are-etched withlSalem Cross hex 
marks from which t h e  cur ren t  r e s t a u r a n t  derived i t s  name. 

The en t ry  is constructed with a door t o  the  l e f t  and t h e  r i g h t  leading t o  t h e  f r o n t  
rooms, and a s t a i r c a s e  leading t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  The room t o  t h e  r i g h t  of the  
en t ry  was used a s  a s i t t i n g  room. It i s  character ized by a f u l l  wa l l  and f i r e p l a c e  
b reas t  of r a i sed  panel l ing ,  dado on th ree  remaining wal ls ,  and r a i s e d  panel  doors. 
The f loor  is  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  pine boards. The p l a s t e r ,  a s  i n  t h e  whole house, i s  
an authentic p l a s t e r  of t h e  period (some o r i g i n a l  and some res to red)  cons i s t ing  of 
ground oyster  s h e l l s  and sand. (The s h e l l s  replaced lime which was scarce,) The room 
t o  the  l e f t  of t h e  e n t r y  was t h e  formal dining room. A c h a i r  r a i l  i s  s e t  i n t o  the  
p las tered  wal ls  and .tzhe..cornirce.is made- up of  crown .mouldings.- There i s  a corner 
cupboard i n  the  southwest corner withbu' t terf l 'y  shelving and f l u t e d  columns. The 
o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  boards remain a s  does t h e  f i r e p l a c e  with double panel  above. The 
large room extending t h e  width of t h e  bui ld ing,  located behind t h e  two f r o n t  rooms, 
was the  kitchen. This room has a large  cooking f i r e p l a c e  with t h e  crane s t i l l  i n  
place. The wal ls  a r e  wainscotted with wide beaded boards secured with handrnadd 
n a i l s .  The c e i l i n g  i s  of exposed hand-hewn beams. Two b lanket  rods a r e  a t tached 
t o  the  chimney g i r t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  The f l o o r  i s  o r i g i n a l .  

cont  ' d 
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The second f l o o r  o r i g i n a l l y  contained f i v e  chambers. Four of these  have been combined 
i n t o  one l a rge  room f o r  r e s t a u r a n t  use. The wal ls  a r e  sheathed with feather-edge 
panell ing and t h e  beams and pos ts  a r e  boxed with beaded boards. The f l o o r  i s  
o r i g i n a l .  The remaining f i f t h  chamber i s  located above t h e  s i t k i n g  room and i s  
i n t a c t  with dado s id ing ,  boxed corner pos ts  and o r i g i n a l  f loor ing .  

The c e l l a r  of the  house has f i e l d s t o n e  walls  below grade and handmade b r i cks  above 
grade t o  t h e  s i l l .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  a rea  of t h e  c e l l a r  i s  f i l l e d  with the-huge (12k15') 
base f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  chimney s t r u c t u r e .  

The main house is  connected t o  t h e  barn by two 1% s t o r y  r idge  roof e l l s .  These 
20th c. e l l s  a r e  covered with clapboard and have a v a r i e t y  of doors and windows. 
They a r e  located  over what was once t h e  barnyard and t h e i r  northern foundation 
is the  o r i g i n a l  barnyard wa l l  of drywall cons t ruct ion .  

me la rge  barn, which i s  contemporary with the  house, has a r idge  roof ,  v e r t i c a l  
board s id ing ,  and a l a rge  double door entrance i n  t h e  nor th  wal l .  There is  a f u l l  
c e l l a r  under t h e  barn with a foundation of l a rge  f i e l d s t o n e ,  which was o r i g i n a l l y  of 
drywall cons t ruct ion .  Forty-two foo t  hewn ches tnut  t imbers r e s t  on large  oak posts  
supporting the  upper barn.  The upper barn is  of s tandard  Colonia l  cons t ruct ion  with 
posts  and beams of oak and ches tnut .  There a r e  numerous hay l o f t s  overhead of 
chestnut boards supported by half-round f l o o r  j o i s t s .  

Water was supplied t o  t h e  homestead by two wel ls  and one spr ing .  One wel l  i s  
capped with a l a rge  stone and t h e  o the r  is  open. The open we l l  has a well-sweep 
used t o  draw water.  The spr ing  i s  located across t h e  road and is  capable of supplying 
the  house with f r e s h  spr ing  water.  
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SPECIFIC DATES 1707 and 1740 John White ; John and Cornelius White 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Salem Cross Inn i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  Brookfield a rea  both f o r  i t s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and i ts  assoc ia t ive  values.  The 1707 s t r u c t u r e  i s  one of t h e  l a s t  
remaining s t r u c t u r e s  from t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  second se t t lement  of Brookfield 
and the  1740 bui ld ing i s  important a s  an example of r e x c e l l e n t l y  r e s to red ,  18th c .  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  The main house a l s o  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  
outbuildings.  

I n  addi t ion  t o  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r ~ l s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  the  Salem Cr0ss' 'Inh is7a!lso important 
a s  being t h e  home of t h r e e  persons notable  i n  h i s t o r y :  

John White, who received t h e  o r i g i n a l  land g r a n t ,  was the  grandson of Peregrine 
White, the  f i r s t  male c h i l d  born i n  New England aboard the  Mayflower a s  it rode a t  
anchor i n  Cape Cod Harbor. John White was a l s o  an important f i g u r e  i n  Brookfield 
town h i s to ry .  --In 1'706 -he served second i n  command a t  tHe - loca l  G o s s ' ~ a r r i s o n .  A s  
Indians had forced the  removal of t h e  f i r s t  se t t lement  i n  Brookfield (now West 
Brookfield) and were s t i l l  a cons tant - threa t  there; t h e  ga'rrison was'most important. 
I n  1707 John was g m t e d 6 0  ac res  of land by t h e  inhab i t an t s -o f ,  the-town. I n  March, 
1710, he and e i g h t  o the r  men were granted permission t o  bu i ld  a  sawmill t o  se rv ice  
the  community. 1 4 o h n  Whitel w a s  one of t h e  v ic t ims of t h e  Indian mat;sacxe a t  Brookfield 
on Ju ly  22,1710, a t  which time he and f i v e  o the r  men were k i l l e d  while harves t ing  hay. 
This massacre was t h e  l a s t  a c t  of h o s t i l i t i e s  committed by the  Indians i n  b rook field. 
The 1740 house was b u i l t  by White's sons, John and Cornelius. 

The two other  important f i g u r e s  who l ived  i n  the  house were Sarah White Smith 
(b.1813) and her  s i s t e r ,  Adeline White Tracy( b. 18091, daughters of Deacon Alfred 

White, t h e  g r e a t  grandson of John White. Sarah and Adeline were both missionaries.  
I n  1834 Adeline s a i l e d  f o r  Singapore a s  t h e  f i r s t  woman missionary under t h e  American 
Board of Commissioners f o r  Foreign Missions. Sarah, determined t o  follow her  s i s t e r ' s  
example, was s e n t  by t h e  American Board t o  Oregon i n  1838. She, along with f i v e  
o the r  women i n  her overland t r e k ,  ho lds , , a  wlace i n  h i s k o r y - a s  being one-of t h e  f i r s t  
white women t o  c ross  th; Rocky Mountains. Af ter  spending two years  i n  Oregon, Sarah 
and her  missionary husband,Asa Smith, l e f t  and were f i n a l l y  able  t o  arrange a 
missionary appointment i n  Hawaii, where they a r r i v e d  i n  1842. 

The Inn is  named f o r  t h e  ent rance  door ' s  Salem Cross hex marks, etched on t h e  door 
handle and la tch .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The Salem Cross Inn property i s  bounded on t he  nor theast  by Ware Road. Halfway 
between t h e  Inn and Snow Road on Ware Road, t he  boundaqy d r o p  south,  Then goes 
due west jus t  before t h e  'swamp. k l i n e  d r a m  northwest connects t h e  southern boundary 
with t he  western one, avoiding t he  pond and crossing Lambe.rton Broolc-where it becomes 
t he  t o m  l i n e  between t h e  West Broolrfield and Warren. The western .- ... ? boundary --,. - f o l l o ~ ~ s  
t h i s  tom. l i n e  nor th  j ~ s % ~ ~ ~ a 5 % ~ . ~ t i k r  Road, th&.cuts e a s t  ;to- ~d&~%c?' '%~ith Ware Road. 
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HISTORIC White Homestead 
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in rear .  
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